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-Br. Martin Mher ing ir
Rev Ralph Ahemathy

How The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., of Atlanta

| | Vice-president and Treasurer of -King's Southern
-f~Christian Leadership Conference, seduced a ‘15 year
- old girl, who was a member of his church, has just

. took a beautiful young lass to San Juan, recently for . .
{ ~a brief vdcation and how Thé Rev. Ralg Abernathy; ~
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REIGNS OVER K¢
Helen Miller wore
* nity's sweetheart

" »
.

s e b . ‘

- been revealed.

A Miami, Florida employee
of this mewspaper was at the
airport in Miami and saw The
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and his cutie when they
boarded the airliner for Sam
Juany,

How The Rev. Ralph Aber-
nathy seduced her at age 15,
while she was a member of

Mrs! Vivian McCoy Davis, as
a witness for her husband
.who chased the noted pastor
with a hatchet because he
continued to amnoy his wife.
; Mrs. Davis declared when
* . asked this question® “Did he
1} ever have physical or sexual
relations with you? Answer:
“Yes, Sir”
Question:*

g o o reomy 5

relation?”

. - - Answer: “Both”..

. THE TELEGRAM is print-

. ing for the first time & trans-

* seript of the entire testimony
of Mrs. Davis. It is sordid, it
is shocking¥ but it is ‘true.
Read every word. of it. We

. us if it is not true.
. - This testimony wals givemn .
" -in The Circuit Court of-Mont-

. vember Term, ,1958, before
- Judgz Eugene” W. Carter,

Circuit Judge and' a struck’
- jury.” Following the attack
upon The Rev. Abernathy by
Edvrard Davis, @ schiool teach-
“rer in Butler -County, JET

X,

~

Y LN N S b o ey
-

‘his church, was sworn to by

“Did: he have.
normal relations or abnormal -

N is?
' invite Rev: Abernathy to sue .before you became Davis?

gomery Counity, Alabama No- |

and Mr. Davis sued the maga- , N

zine for $100,000 (One Hun- * .

dred’ Thousand) in the same : . °

Circuit Count. JET paid off -

after the verdict had been ap- ? .

peated to The Alabama Su-

preme Courl. o
Mrs. Davis reported Rev. U,

Abernathy’s,continued annoy- | ¢

ance to her husband, and )

when Mr. Davis was arrested I

by The Montgomery City Po-

lice for assaulting him with

a hatchet, she appeared im .~

court and gave the following ‘., S

testimony: R oo

TRANSCRIPT OF TESTI- P
MONY OF VIVIAN McCOY ‘ “ .
DAVIS, a witness for the de-, o e
fendant. . e

[y
.

v - . i
O B e T
. N « N

(3 ¥

VIVIAN McCOY DAVIS, -, Lot
having been duly sworn, wa :, “
examined and festified as fol- -
lows~ . T,
. DIRECT EXAMINATION ° k B L
BY MR. KNABE: . »
‘Q This is Vivian Davis? MRS T
A Yes, Iam. " " v
Q And what was your name ’

o

B F
o~
.

P

R PSS ¢

Ve wf
.

A Vivian McCoy.

Q Did you see the girl who'
was on the stand Just befome
you got on?

A . Yes, Idid.-

.Q Now, who was she?

A Bernice Cooper Davis. |

Q Could you speak louder -
so these gentlemen over here
can hear it?

:A Bernice Coopér Davis.. -

%

o

';. R
Q

« mnedy took her chi

JOHN JOHN SAL
vear-old son of 1
- father’s grave in
Fridayv. Mrs. Kenn

the grave on the 4

« 17 Jail
Suffoc%

LLLOPOLDVILLE.

prlsoners died of suffog

’ MrﬁgAZiNE fﬁn & gbﬂm’ il:rclaewas Bernice Cooper at that PR .~ windowless cell in the
. . arlicle about the incident im . . Ty e T Dity, the Congolese pre
. the September 18, 1958 isswe, (Conhnuecl ‘next poge) - " o |
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and in hirn we went .

', chygzh,
r- o ﬁxere on Clark Street.
- - You and he went togeth-
. er" : - .- .
A That's right.
~ Q How did you go?.
A Dnhiscar. -
..  Q And he parked his car in
front of this house?
A No, he didn't.
...~ @ Where did he park it?
A He parked it in the dnve-
way. ¢
' -Q In the dnveway'?
i, - A Yes,sir
‘> “Q ' And then the twoofyou
I - Went inthe house? -
" . A Thats nght.
I . Q ~ Was there anybody in the !

Q Well, when did he f;rst
ask you to go over there and

have intercourse with him?
A He asked me the night

we went out when we came °

from Birmingham to this so-
called tea, but I chdn’t'go‘ and
we went our riding. !

Q He asked you would you
have . intercourse with “ him
when you went out riding, you

" “tel us, on the Atlanta Highway?

A Ya, sir. He wanbed to
- take me over there then.

Q He wanted to take you
over there then?

A He wanted to take/me on
Clark Street that night but I
didn’t go, and in turn we went
out on the Atlanta Highway
riding.

Q Did you have infge'rcou.tse
with him out on the Atlania

hway? .
;A éﬂ\q, si:§ T didnt.
Q “Then did he ask you that

”" Wi\tct o0 1t the house on

back to the church, or where

‘did he take you?

A He didn't take me back

ﬁto the church, he took me -I

got out of the car at the corner
of Union and Alabama.

@ Now, how close is that
ts your house?

A My .house is the second
from the corner, the second
houss form the corner.

Q Let you out around the
corner from your house? .

A Yes, sir.

Q@ Let me ask you this.

Were you going with the de- -
fendant at that time?

A Yes, I was.

Q In 19527

A Yes, s1r "

Q When did you get mar-
ried?

A 1 got married m—Decem—
ber of '55.

Q That, is three years later?

A About that. .

Q Two.years lab=r’ o

A - Yes. .

Q Al nght Now, you testx-
fisd that you had a normal in-
tercourse sometime in August
at 'this house on Clark Street.
“That was the first time?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you go back to that
house agal;n"

A Yes,sir, I d1d

Q When?

A The same month, in Au-
gust. T went there three tlmes
that August.

Q "You - went thens
- times thaf August?

three

A Yes, sir. 1

Q Went into the same
house? e

A Same house. :

- Q Was he expected, ‘were

both o;_ you expected by the

- owner & the house each time?

A I imagine so. He had al-

A

A No. . . . ..

Q None whatever" .

A No, I haven't. 7

Q Have you ever been out
with him alone smce August of
19527

A No, I havent been out
with him.-

Q You haven’t been out
with him? : ~.

A No, sir. '

_Q Now, when did you first
tell your husband about this?

A I told my husband about
it aproximately a year after we
weare mamed

-l

-~

«

T Q About a yeaip after you

were married, and you were
married, I believe you told us,
you would say in 19567

A That is right. I remember’
vividly we went to New Or-

.-leans on a second honeymoon.

Q. Well, now, according to
your testimny did Rev. Aber-
nathy start running after you
again, telephoning you again?

A He hasn't ever stopped.

Q He hasn'f ever stopped?

A No, sir. He has been to
my house. He came there in 52,
and came there in ’54 when
Bernice Cooper Davis was, liv-
ing W1th me,,and she was in

- bed one night, her mother was

in Washington, and he came by
and I"was ordering him out of.

" the house and-she awakened
. and found him in there, and he
_had his arms around me.

P

Q Anrd that was what year?
* A And that was in 54 or '53
- 53, Dbecause she went to
Washington both times twice,
and during that period he was

’ commv by here, and, he would cLudmg August 28th,

LEE PUBLICATION

~ Q It was In the car pocket?

-Court,

A Well, I don’t know.

. Q Where did the hatchet
come from?

A I don't know.

Q Hawe-‘-you ever seen this
pistol before?

A No, I haven't seen it un-
til - it was in the car pocket.

i o S T S
SR e

. -

A -1t was in the car. My ’
huaband traveled, you see,

Q Did he have a license to .
carry it? .o -

A Well, I don’t know. .
(Objected to, ObJecbxon sus-
tained) .

Sy e e p———— ————as T T
o,

§

@ Have you ever seen that - . i “ §
hatchet before? . l
A No. , . 3
Q Never have seen it? T i ;
A No, sir. I saw it in Police N i

>

Q You had never seen it -
before that?
A No.
either. ; e
QI-askyoulfthatmhls" » J

pistol, you know that 1s his -

pistol don’t you? :
A Yes, sir. He traveled, and”

he had it in the car pocket.

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION ; 7
BY MR. KNABE: - b !
Q You tell the jury there il
when you reached the age of i
fifteen you haven't had- any- ‘
thing to do %th Rev. Aberna- -l
thy? : ' \
A No, I haven’t. ‘
iaven't sen wat
him any in public since then in~
1958? .

I- haven’t 's'e"en it~

r o
T

)
A o i Wl »an;w{’ﬁ



£ X€S, WY Was,
Q Who was there?
A( Mrs. Davis,
Q What is her first name?
A Isaders.Davzs Itis C..
O Dav:s. g
Q “Well;” what dld you and
Robu? Abernathy tell her?
A Well, he hag dlready
made the reservations.
_Q Made the reservations?
A Advance. notice.
Q What do you mean by ad-
vance notice?”

A He had already contacted
her. -

Yes, sir, he- had.
Q Did he say anything to
. her when you walked in, did
he knock on thé door?

A Yes, he did. .

Q And when you walkad in
what happened then, what did
he say to her?

_ A He asked her how was
she getting along. , |

Q What did she say?

A She said she was fine,

Q Then what did he say?

A. Well, he just told her
that'he came there, he had
‘brought me over there. .

Q He brought you over

. me to her.

~ her?
A Yes, sir.
Q All right. What. did you
all do then? -
A . We went in the r_qom.
QLiving room, b&droom?
A No. Bedroom.
Q In the bedroom?
A Yes, sir. - ’
Q Now, did.you know what
you were gomg over for?
A Yes, sir,- ’\.

»

E EEEEE ) BEE!EEEEEEE:D ‘]?age-' ] ‘ ’ |

Q Hehad already contacted

Q He mtroduced you to )

RS T

h

Ueer Wil aun?

A He asked me- that same
night to go to- the- hquse on
Clark Street. -

Q Well, what did you tell
him? -

A T told h1m no.

Q Al right. When did you

tell him you would go? )
A _Well, T didnt tell him I
would go that night. It was
three times during that imonth.
Q Do you mean he asked

you three txmes dunng that
motnh" - :

several times coming to my
house asking me.

Q Asked .you to go with him -
Yo this house over on_ Clark'

. Street?” .

A Yes, sir, he d1d. And fi-
nally we got together, and he
called my mother and, asked

her could I do-some typing for .
him, and which was an excuse. -
Q So you and he went m .

the' bedmom"“ .,

) A Yes, sir.- |
Q And you knew what you

werne going in there for? .’
A T guess'so. T :
Q And did both-of you get

. undressed" L |
_‘& Yes. And he mtroduced'

A" Ves, ;‘_

" Q Get in bed? -

- A Yes. i

Q Did you have normal
sexual relations- with hnn on.
that occasion? - ,‘

A Wel], he did, yes

Q@ What?

A Yes; sir. ‘

Q How long were you at
the house on this occasion?

‘A About‘an hour, or an
hour and a half, somethxng, like
that. © .
Q And then did he take ybu

"A No, he didn't. On. sev.ral_’
occasions on the telephone and

g
Wwe were coming.

Q Each tnne"_

A Ve, sir. ' :

Q In other words, she didn’t
seem surprised to see you? .-

rYve=—aros

A No,. sit, she dxdn’t seem

surprised:

were?

A Yes, sir, she did.” They
were very close friends:

Q Now, you say that you
have had both normal and ab-
normal mter-course" -

“ AS Yes, sir.

sabnormal intercourse with-him?
A The three occasions.
Q On all three ocasions?
A Yes, sirn - .
Q. Well, now, what do you
mean by abnonml ‘sexual in-
tercourse?. - .
A Prevertedness. . He-used
his mouth,
Q He used his mouth" -

A Yes, su', he did. . -
‘'Q On your pnvate parts"
A Yes, sir.© -

+  Q Now, did he do that, you
say, on each of the three oc-

. casions? - .0 % . .

~AANo,su"'
Q Well, was that after he
had had a normal mtereourse
with you?-

A No, sir, it was before

Q It was before he had a.

noraml intercourse?
A That's right.

.Q 1In othemwords, each time -

he -used his mouth on you be-
foré and then he had a normal
intercourse? -

A That’s right.

Q Now, that happened three
times in August of 1952?

A Yes, sir.

‘@ Now, has he ever had in-
fercourse with you since then?

-

W beea amateae

Q Did she know who you .

Q Where did you have b

. (Objected to.

told him that I had made the,
mistake, and I realized the mis-
take and that I didn't -intend.’
ever to go out with him again,

SN g SN,

FREEEE

Q Al right. Now, let’s get
down: to this picnic that’ you
and your husband went-outf on.
You went out end got drunk,

contained fully and accurately
in the notes of testimony taken *

.above cause, and that this tran-
script is a true and correct copy

didn’t YOU" . of the same. M
A Y&s, Deo W. Hallowell Lewis = - .,
R Co. Official Court Reporter - -

Fifteenth Judicial ercux&
Q And you got real drunk,. : .

'Q How much beer dxd you ’
drink out ikiere on the picnic?
Objectionr sus-

ted for chasing and stnkmg

tained) . chet. He and his wife now hve

Q Wheredid he get that P Montgomery. .
pistol he puled on Rev Aber- o oL e
nathy"

L e

"

..

W .

146

724
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167 ,

3 29
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I hereby certify that the
proceedings and eviderice are: : K

of Alabima.
didn't you?. e
A Iwasn'tout, . T . E . ;
(Objected to. ObJectlon over: - - . R
" ruled) . —0

Edward Davis was- acquxt- b

Rev. Abernathy- with the hat- "
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M

by me upon the trial of the:*-&,-‘,\,
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Case Cont.

. (Continued from page 2)
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Q Now, you say at that
time, ‘what time do you mean?

A When she was living with
me.

Q Dui she used 1o live thh
you?

A Ves, she dld.

Q Did she knowiAbemathy
at that time?.

A  VYes, sir, she did.

. @ Did Apgrnathy. know
her? .

A X am sure he did. He
come 10 our hous2 and he was
acquambed with her.
. Q Now, did Abernathy date
Jou at any time?

A Yes, sir, he did.

Q Did he ever<have_physi-

cal or sexual r@tfon_s with

you?
A VYes, sir,

Q Did he have normal re-

lations or abnormal relations?
A Both.
Q Both? ° -
A" Yes, sir.

Q Now, did you ever tell him
" that you wanted him to stop

getting in touch with you?

A Ye;, sir, 1 did.

_ Q Now, when was the last
time? Let us just take the sum-
mer of 1958, I believe your
husband went off to school, did
he not? -

A Yes, sir, he did.

Q Now, before he went off
to school were you with him-at
any time when he had a con-
versation with Abernathy?

A Yes, sir,

Q Can you tell us where
that occurred? -

A 1t occurred at his house,
and it occurred in -~ out at
Loveman’s in Normandale. -

Q You say that there was
time out at Loveman’s?

A Yes, sir, it was.

Q Was it inside of Love-
man’s or out in front?

A 1t was out in front.

Q Now, who was there at
“that time? :

A His wife.

Q And by his wife 'you

"mean Rev. Abernathy’s wife?

A Rev. Abernathy’s wife. -
. Q Abernathy’s . wife and
Abernathy, and who else?

A And my husband.

Q Edward and you?

A es, sir, -

DocId: 32989670 Page

Q - You four?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you all standing to-
gether talking?-

A No. - :

Q Well, how were you ar-
ranged?

A Well, we met up in the,
store and he spoke, and I went
over ot look at some women's
apparel and my husband went
outside, apparently Rev. Abar-
nathy went outside and I start-
ed out the door. His wifé and
myself, we were inside talking,
and they w=re on the outside,.
and when I started out he was

talking to Rev. Abernathy-and .
- meetmg N

I looked and went back inside.".
Q Did you come up to them

as they finished their conversa-

tion? .

- No, Ididnt. .

Q And did you talk to any-
body while they were talking,
or did you just stay inside?

A 1 was inside talking to
his wife, and she went outside.

Q Now, at the time that he
married; that is Abernathy, I
believe_you were in the wed-
ding, were you not?

A Yes, sir, T was,

@ Who asked you to be in
the wedding, did he ask you or
did his wife ask you?

A He asked first.

Q Did you know his wﬁe"

A No, Ididn't. ~ -

@ Did he live he*e in Mont-
gomery?

A No, she dxd not.

Q Now, when he first start:
ed going with yow and having
these relations both proper and
improper, how old were you’

A I was fifteen.

Q Fifteen at that tlme"

A Yes, sir. .

Q Now, after this conwver-
sation that occured out in front
of Loveman’s in Montgomery
when was the next time that he
contacted you or that you got in
touch with Abernathy?

A He contacted me during
the summer of ’58 when he was
in town this past June, July
and August. ~

Q Now, when is the last
time he contacted you before
this ocourrence?

A He contacted me on Au-
gust 29th.

@ That is the day - - -

A Thal is the day that this
incident occurred. The incident
took places - &

Q Now, about what time
of day did he contact you?

A'.He called me approxi-
mately at two o'clock in the

9

afternoon.,

Q And now, what went on
in that conversation?

A He called and he said he_
had been trying to get in touch
with me, and he asked me
where I had been, and I iold
him I had been Hut of town,
and'at that time I told him, T
asked hun kindly not to call”
me again, And I said, “I told
you, I told my husband, and

- he had told you also that I

-told h1m ¥ and at that time T
hing up“in his face. ' -
Q And then what happened
after that?
A, My. husband a.vf,m at, a

Q Your husband was not
home at that time?

A No, he was not at home.

Q And when did he come™
home?

A He came home about fxf-

" teen _minutes after, about two-

fifteen. .

Q Then what did you and
your husband do?

A We went out on a pic-
nie,

Q And did you during that
picnic any time during that
afternoon tell him about this
telephone ca'll" .

A Y»es, I dzd. o

-Q Now, referring- to that
time, prior to August the 29th,
when is the last time before
that he had. called you?

A He phoned me approxx-
mately about the 4th of August,
I imagine.

Q And at that’ tir;_xe what
was your conversation?:

A He asked me what was
going on between me and my
husband, he wanted to know,
and how I had been getting
along, and why can't I see him.
Well, I didn’t want to discuss
with him those things because
I had asked him not to contact
me again and I didn’t have any
further use to falk to him.

Q I show you a picture that
is marked for identification the
Defendant’s Exhibit No. 4 and
ask you if you recognize that
picture?

A Yes, I do.

Q What is that a picture of?

A That is a picture of a
house, and- that is the house
that we went to.

~@ Is that house located in
the City of Montgomery?

A Yes, itis.

Q Do you khow about
where it is 19cated2 i

A Yes, I do.

R

‘*Dd%mdﬁnmw“whaha~
that is C. O. Davis, or not?

A 1 am pretty postive.

Q Is she a little woman,
middle sized woman, or what?

A She is large.

Q You recognize this pxc-.'

ture?- -

A Yes, 1 do .

Q What is thata pxcture of?

A That is a picture of a con-
vention in Bu'mmgham that
I attended . )

Q Where dxd you get this

1ctu1e" -

I received that p1cture

;Erom him on the night we went
out -in Bu-mmgham.

Q The night you went out

m ermmgham”

A Yes, sir. R

Q Now, just tell us what
happened that night when you
_went out in Birmingham.,

A On the night we want out
in Birmingham I was on my
way . home, Rosemond Lowe
and myself, we were asked to
go out on a dinner date that
night with the Rev. Abernathy
and the Rev. James Dixon..
That night they came and pick-
ed us up at the hcuse where we
were living, and we went to
the Afro Club in Bmmngham

Q Afro Club?-~
A Thatis nght
Q Where is that located? -

A It is in some part. of--

Birmingham.
Q Go right ahead
what hapened then?

Now,

A We went in and we had

- a couple of beers.

Q Now, that was the fime
when you were in Birming-
ham? . .

A Ves.
Q And you say that Aber-

nathy was with you at that.

time? “
A Yes, sir. s
Q Now, when you came

back from Birmirgham did he
very shortly after that or im-
mediately after that get in
touch with you again?

A No. He asked me to g§
out to a tea with him that
night. This all was the night
we got in from Birmingham. .

Q The night when you got
in from Birmingham; that was

when you wdre fifteen years

old? )
A Yes.

Q@ He asked you to g6 out )

o a tea with him?
" A Yes, sir.

Q All right. Now, what hap-
pened ‘then, did you go?

A Well, I thought it was
supposed to have been a tea, he

~-imagine, when he came to the:

" sure what yzar it was he-came

Tome Bna~we Toae "GHL ot n‘“”th’éw
Atlanta Highway, and I haven’ v
seen him since. R

Q How late did you stay
out that night?. - -
A It was ten-thirty, about.
CROSS EXAMINATION ‘:"
BY MR. THETFORD: * -
Q Vivian, you say Bermce
is named what now? .~ -
A Bernice Cooper- Davis/
Q Now,:sshekmtothls
defendant? . '. S
A "No, sheismt: . . -~ . v .
Q Is she related to h1m, or*
is her husband any kin 1o h.un"
A No, sir.- ., = )
Q Now, you testified, I et
lieve, that - I don’t know ‘whes o
thef you did testify - when did:- »
you first know Rev. A"banafhy, .
what year? " -

A It was'in 52 or 51, I

e
z- PR

First Baptist Church. I am not ., ~

there, But the first time he "
made approaches to me was in
Birmingham in *52, July of *52.

Q Now, how old were you
in 19527

A Iwas ﬁ.fteen then at that
time. . ) L.

Q Fifteen? " 7.7 -

“A Yes, sir. ~ -~ T

Q Now, you testified that
you had intercourse or sexual ™
relations with Rev. Abemathy
on several occasions? -

A Yes, sir.

Q When and where dxd you
first have relations with' him?"™
A At the house on Clark
Street. .
Q@ The house where" ’
A On Clark Street. .
‘Q House on Clark Street" M
" A Yes, sir. -
Q Is that the house that
you--- . .
A That pxcture I just testx- e
fied, the first p1cture I 1den- -
tified. . .
15 that the p1cture you pomt—
ed out?

A Yes, sir, it-is. 2e

@ Do you remember what
month that was in? .

A1t was in August of ’52

Q August of '52?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, did he come to your
house and get you? -

A No. .

Q Did you meet him there? ™

A No. T

Q Xow did you happen to
get there?

A He called my mother and
asked her to let me do some
typing Tor him, which was the
excuse, and I went up to the

(Continued next page)
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Director,

~ This matter must be handled in a most drﬁéfqet“§£smﬁa

SAC, Atlanta (100-6520) July 14, 1964

PERSONAL ATTENTION

i

FBI (100-3-116)

(EGRO _QUESTION . 1 - Mr. Phillips
ce::.__mvsz‘ INFLUERCE., a0l o
_IN RACIAL. MATTERS_ AL XWORMATT oN GO]‘JTAIN@ )
INTERMAL SECERITY - C gAY 1S UNCLA W f

ét

Reurairtel 6/26/64 which furnished the Bureau
a copy of the 6/19/64 issue of "The Herald." Copies were P
maintained by your office’, The indicated issue contained
data concerning a reported court actien against Reverend
Ralph Abernathy which took place in Alabama apparently in
1955, and which apparently involved the alleged seduction | -
ef a l5~year-old girl, : -

Your airtel 6/10/64 and other recent,communications .
fron other offices in above caption contained additional data o
concerning the reported Abernathy invelvement 1n a ceart L{ﬁlﬁﬁo .

. ‘ REC- 44 /o0 3.
‘ The Bureau desires to ebtain the leleSt factual
information available relative to the repowss)Peifp!W®éceived . p
conceraing Abernathy’s escapades° Noting the apparent disreputable
nature of the néwspaper in gquestion angd 1t§”§“nlxshex, it is
imperative that factual data be obtained from original sources.

You arg, therefore, instructed to furnish the Bureaun information
avezilable from your files concernzqg Abernathy's reported vnvolve- 7
ment with a 15-year-old girl., You showld also reguest the o

-appropriate office to obtain full ceurt records, 1nc1uding

tramscripts of testimony, so that the fullest, fcctc obtainable

may be in the Iends of the Bureauw. OFf colirse, no action

should be taken which might cause embarrascnept to the Bureau,-
éanﬁ your

instructions to any offices being farnished leads in this -

matter should contain such caution., This matter should bé

hapdlied on a need;fﬁfk:ow paszs in your and other offices.

ﬁ

ment is prevared m onhse to your request and is

LN~
nabign Youtside your Committe\ Its usegs kmited to o iciol ppopeslti) {
‘3;3 .~ E your-Committee and the conte t ma,yr’h "be disclosed, toff o Z;z?i
el without the express approval of % FBI .
Do GRUETY PR L1 ] -
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#+% - UNITED STATES Gq 'RNMENT )

E Memomna’um | 5

Mr, Belmont DATE: 2-6-64 N 3

\r -

- ALY, INF =~
: ;o HERETY 1 0RWH'ION coNTA VI‘MDQ.M aé*‘?"

FROM : C. A, Evan DATE (E/A ﬂ IFIED ! 1L
- .\ v !4.4

SUBJECT: DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
, INFORMATION CONCERNING

Ty 2 #

~#". - Reference is made to Mr, DelLoach's memorandum of 2-5-64
in which he reported a conversation he had had with Ed Guthman of
fthe Department concerning letters to members of Congress dealing
with'Martin Luther King., In this connection the Director has
inquired as to my activities with regard to clearance of such
communications,

-

- “ ! ’
X p‘%
ngs\Qy
pei"‘som} ‘ ’

»

For i

?
The only letter which I had anything to do with clear- -
 ing was one from the Attorney General to Senator Richard B. '
Russell dated 11~1-63, The circumstances surrounding this are

as follows: Shortly after noon on 11-1-63 Assistant Attorney
General (AAG) Marshall furnished to me the Department‘s file of
correspondence with Senator Russell concerning the association

of King with Hunter Pitts O'Dell, A proposed letter to Senator ,
Russell for the Attorney General's (AG) signature dated 11-1-63
was attached., Marshall said he and the AG had discussed the
proposed letter with the President. Marshall asked us to con-
sider the language in the proposed letter to Semator Russell to
determine if it would jeopardize our informant or otherwise
interfere with our investigation of communist matters.

ed to official proceeds

y nut be disclosed to unouthorized

me;
QURTCST apnieya] WJ

quest ond is n}_}t

ponse to Jour re
Its use is lmit

17

and t}zé coﬁte@

: Since time was of the essence I took the proposed letter
to Mr., Belmont's office and discussed it with him, We concluded
that there were definite objections to the letter as it was wiritten¥
as it specifically referred to sensitive sources available to the
FBI. A memorandum was prepared recommending changes in the let ere
This memorandum is attached,)

18 prepared in res
your Commiittee

B

Engg After the Director's approval had been secured, Marspall
SR Th va tacted and the undesirable ‘language discussed with hij.
>3558 8| He ‘Jhe could see our point but since the letter had been Af{s-
gsgS. cuss ith the President he thought we should go up togethe q
838 E é ’:
LB SF nc . Ea H 7
SIS R e M L 2GR hs /()(_[/;_//330 ’

Del.oach o
1 - Mr. W, C. Sullivan ‘:«-o‘mugz,: o MAR 8.,:1964 5
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